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The Central European University

Jewish Studies Project

cordially invites you to a lecture by

István Horváth
Babes-Bolyai University
Antisemitism in Romania? Attitudes towards Jews and the Holocaust

In Romania, as in many other CEE countries, the liberalization of the public speech after the fall of communism resulted in a resuscitation of anti-Semitism as a form of public discourse. These public discourses covered a rather large spectrum ranging from uninhibited vehemence of some political tabloids to more refined and elaborated intellectual argumentation. However the official political and mainstream public discourses adopted a neutrally distant attitude from the topic, and avoided placing unequivocal blame on hate speech. Nevertheless at the beginning of the new millennium, the subject of the Holocaust was included on the agenda of the official political discourses, resulting in rather passionate debates (with some ambivalent undertones) on behalf of major political actors. However this was the circumstance in which a rather wide ranging campaign of awareness in relation with the Holocaust was initiated. 

In spite of the fact that the “Jews” were on the agenda of public speech, in a variety of forms and discursive context from the very beginning of the nineties, survey based research on antisemitism and on the manner in which  various strata of society think about the Holocaust were initiated only in 2003. Since then a rather considerable set of data was gathered. Based on these data, on can assess how various strata of Romania’s population evaluate Jews (as an ethno-religious minority), how widespread anti-Semitism is, to what degree and what type of negationist ideas have penetrated various strata of Romanian society.
 Tuesday, September 27 at 6 p.m.

Gellner Room, Monument Building
István HORVÁTH Ph.d., Director of the National Institute for Minority Researches and Associate Professor, Babeş-Bolyai University Cluj. Main field of interest: ethnopolitics, migration , language policy.
A reception will follow

