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The Central European University

Jewish Studies Project

cordially invites you to a lecture by

Liliane Weissberg

University of Pennsylvania
Hannah Arendt, Charlie Chaplin, and the Hidden Jewish Tradition
In 1944, Hannah Arendt published her essay "The Jew as Pariah: The Hidden Tradition."  In many of her earlier and later essays and books, Arendt would censor the inability of Jews to take a political stance, and defend it via political action. Now, however, Arendt was eager to give examples of Jews who have done otherwise, and proved themselves to be "conscious pariahs": Heinrich Heine and Franz Kafka, for example--and Charlie Chaplin.  But how does Chaplin fit into this group?  The present talk tries to answer this question via a reading of Arendt's essay, and via an exploration of the contemporary reception of Chaplin's films in the United States, Germany, and Eastern Europe.

Tuesday, November 17 at 6 p.m.

Gellner Room, Monument Building
Liliane Weissberg is Christopher H. Browne Distinguished Professor in Arts and Science and Professor of German and Comparative Literature at the University of Pennsylvania. She has published widely in the field of German-Jewish Studies. Among her book publications are a critical edition of Hannah Arendt's Rahel Varnhagen: The Life of a Jewess (Baltimore 1997), Cultural Memory and the Construction of Identity (with Dan Ben-Amos, Detroit 1999), and Romancing the Shadow: Poe and Race (with J. Gerald Kennedy, 2001). She has recently completed a book on early German-Jewish autobiography and an anthology on photography in fiction (with Karen Beckman).

A reception will follow

