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CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTOORRSS

JJeeaann--CChhrriissttoopphhee  AAttttiiaass

Jean-Christophe Attias is professor of the History of Rabbinic Culture at the
École Pratique des Hautes Études, Sorbonne, and a member of the Centre d’É-
tudes des Religions du Livre (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
/ EPHE). He is the author of Le Commentaire biblique. Mordekhai Komtino
ou l’herméneutique du dialogue (1991) and of Isaac Abravanel, la mémoire
et l’espérance (1992). He edited or co-edited De la Conversion (1998),
Enseigner le judaïsme à l’Université (1998) and Messianismes : Variations
autour d’une figure juive (2000).

SShhlloommoo  AAvviinneerrii

Shlomo Avineri is professor of political science at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and former Director-General of Israel’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in the first government of Yitzhak Rabin. He has been Visiting
Professor at CEU in the Nationalism Studies Program and the Jewish
Studies Program in 2002/2003. His latest publication (with Zeev Sternhell)
is Europe’s Century of Discontent: the Legacies of Fascism, Nazism and
Communism (The Magnes Press, Jerusalem, 2003). He is the recipient of
the Israel Prize, the country’s highest civilian decoration.

EEsstthheerr  BBeennbbaassssaa

Esther Benbassa is professor of Modern Jewish History at the École Pratique
des Hautes Études, Sorbonne, and director of the Alberto Benveniste Center
for Sephardic Studies and Culture (EPHE). Her books translated into English
are Haim Nahum: A Sephardic Chief Rabbi in Politics (1995), The Jews of
France: A History from Antiquity to the Present (1999), and with Aron
Rodrigue, A Sephardi Life in Southeastern Europe (1998) and Sephardi
Jewry: A History of the Judeo-Spanish Community, 14th–20th Centuries
(2000). She is also the author of Une diaspora sépharade en transition
(Istanbul, XIXe–XXe siècles) (1993). She edited or coedited Cultures juives
méditerranéennes (1985), Mémoires juives d’Espagne et du Portugal (1996),
Transmission et passages en monde juif (1997) and L’Europe et les Juifs
(2002). Jean-Christophe Attias and Esther Benbassa already coauthored in
English Israel, the Impossible Land (2003), The Jews and their Future. A
Conversation on Judaism and Jewish Identities (forthcoming) and The Jew
and the Other (forthcoming), in French Dictionnaire de civilisation juive
(1997), and edited La Haine de soi : Difficiles identités (2000).
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MMiicchhaaeell  BBrreennnneerr

Michael Brenner is Professor of Jewish History and Culture at the
University of Munich, the first such chair at a German university, estab-
lished in 1997. He has also taught at Brandeis University and Indiana
University. His publications include The Renaissance of Jewish Culture in
Weimar Germany (Yale University Press, 1996) and After the Holocaust:
Rebuilding Jewish Lives in Post-War Germany (Princeton University Press,
1997). He is co-author and co-editor of the four-volume German-Jewish
History in Modern Times (Columbia University Press, 1997–98) and co-edi-
tor of various other books. He serves as chairman of the Wissenschaftliche
Arbeitsgemeinschaft des Leo Baeck Instituts in Deutschland and is a mem-
ber of the Academic Advisory Committee of the Jewish Museum in Berlin.

AAlliinnaa  CCaałaa

Dr Alina Cała, associate professor at the Jewish Historical Institute of
Warsaw, Poland, conducts research on Jewish–Polish relations in the 19th

and 20th centuries. She is the author of The Image of the Jew in Polish Folk
Culture (Jerusalem, 1995), Asymilacja Żydów w Królestwie Polskim,
1864–1897 [The Assimilation of Jews In the Polish Kingdom, 1864–1897],
(Warsaw, 1989), of a textbook on the relations between Jewish survivors of
the Holocaust and Polish society and the Polish goverment (1944–68), and
the editor of the selection of Jewish Youth Autobiographies from the col-
lection of YIVO, New York. She is now working on the history of antise-
mitic ideology in Poland. 

MMaarriiee  CCrrhhoovváá

Marie Crhová is a PhD student at the History Department of the Central
European University in Budapest. She graduated from the History
Department of the Palacký University in Olomouc/Czech Republic and spe-
cialized in modern history of Central Europe at CEU and Jewish Studies at
the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies/Great Britain. Her major
research interests are modern Jewish politics and history of Czechoslovak
Jewry. In the field she has recently published ‘Jewish Politics in Central
Europe: The Case of the Jewish Party in Interwar Czechoslovakia’, in Jewish
Studies at the CEU II (Central European University, Budapest, 2002), and
‘Politické strany a politika židovské menšiny’ [Political parties and the poli-
tics of Jewish minority], in Politické strany, ed. Pavel Marek (Doplněk,
Brno, forthcoming). She is completing doctoral thesis on Jewish national
politics in interwar Czechoslovakia.
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KKllaauuss  HHööddll

Klaus Hödl is historian at the University of Graz, currently in charge of set-
ting up a Center for Jewish Studies. He is author of several monographs
(among them “Gesunde Juden – kranke Schwarze. Körperbilder im medi-
zinischen Diskurs” (2002) ans “Die Pathologisierung des jüdischen
Körpers. Antisemitismus, Geschlecht und Medizin im Fin de Siècle” (1997).
He is editor of “transversal” and of the “Schriftenreihe des Centrums für
Jüdische Studien an der Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz”.

MMoosshhee  IIddeell

Moshe Idel is Max Cooper Professor of Jewish Thought, in the department
of Jewish Thought at Hebrew University, Jerusalem. His major areas of
interest is the history of Jewish mysticism, Renaissance thought, and histo-
ry of religion. He served as visiting Professor at the Universities of UCLA,
Yale, Harvard, Princeton, Pennsylvania University and the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America, and in many European universities,
including College de France, Sorbonne and CEU. Among his major publica-
tions are Kabbalah: New Perspectives (1988), Messianic Mystics (1998),
Absorbing Perfections (2002), all published by Yale University Press.
Forthcoming at Yale is also Kabbalah and Eros, and Ascensions on High in
Jewish Mysticism (CEU Press, 2004). Recipient of the Israel Prize for Jewish
Thought in 1999.

AAnnddrrááss  KKoovvááccss

András Kovács is professor at the Nationalism Studies Program / Jewish
Studies Program of the Central European University, Budapest. He has
taught as visiting professor at various universities, in Germany, Austria and
USA. He has carried out research in the field of Jewish Studies as a research
fellow at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, France, and the
Steinheim Institut für Deutsch-Jüdische Geschichte and in the Moses
Mendelssohn Center for European Jewish Studies, Germany. His research
interests include antisemitism, the history of the “Jewish question” in
Central Europe, and the sociology of the post-Holocaust generation of
Hungarian Jews, Jewish identity and antisemitism in postwar Hungary;
memory and identity; socio-economic attitudes and political choice. His
most recent publications in foreign language include: NATO, Neutrality
and National Identity: The Case of Austria and Hungary (ed. with Ruth
Wodak, Böhlau Verlag, Wien/Köln/Weimar, 2003); New Jewish Identities
(ed. with Zvi Gitelman and Barry Kosmin, CEU Press, Budapest/New York,
2003). 
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Tomáš Kraus

Executive Director of the Federation of Czech and Moravian Jewish
Communities.

IIrrmmeellaa  vvoonn  ddeerr  LLüühhee

Irmela von der Lühe is Professor of German Literature at the Georg-August
University of Göttingen. She has also taught at Kansas University and U.C.
Irvine. Her publications include Erika Mann. Eine Biographie (Fischer, 6th

edition 2002), as well as various articles concerning the theory of 18th cen-
tury literature, female authors in modern German literature, exile and
migration. She is co-author and co-editor of a number of books such as
Entwürfe von Frauen in der Literatur des 20. Jahrhunderts (Argument-
Verlag, 1982), Erika Mann’s Blitze überm Ozean. Aufsätze, Reden,
Reportagen (Rowohlt, 2001), Wechsel der Orte. Studien zum Wandel des
literarischen Geschichtsbewußtseins (Wallstein, 1997) and of the Journal
Querelles. Jahrbuch für Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung. 

MMiicchhaaeell  LL..  MMiilllleerr

Michael Miller is Assistant Professor in the Nationalism Studies Program at
the CEU. He received his PhD in History from Columbia University, where
he specialized in Jewish and Central European History. His research focus-
es on the impact of nationality conflicts on the religious, cultural and polit-
ical development of Central European Jewry in the nineteenth century. He
has contributed to Kotowski, Schoeps, Wallenborn, Handbuch zur
Geschichte der Juden in Europa (Darmstadt: Primus Verlag, 2001) and
Rabbinische Prosopographie der Moderne (Munich–New York: K.G. Saur,
2004).

AAttttiillaa  PPóókk  

Attila Pók is deputy director of the Institute of History of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, during the Fall Semester of 2003 Visiting Professor of
History at Columbia University in New York. His research focuses on late
19th and 20th century East Central European intellectual history. With
Randolph L. Braham he was coeditor of The Holocaust in Hungary Fifty
Years Later, Columbia University Press, 1997.
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ÁÁggnneess  PPeerreesszztteeggii

Ágnes Peresztegi joined the Commission of Art Recovery on 1 November
2001 as the Commission’s Executive Director, Europe. Prior to that time,
Ms. Peresztegi worked as a consultant to the Commission. She has been the
international legal consultant for the Jewish Heritage of Hungary Public
Endowment and the Restitution Commission of the Alliance of Hungarian
Jewish Communities since 1998. At her position, Ms. Peresztegi has worked
on all issues related to restitution/compensation for human rights viola-
tions committed against Hungarian Jewry during World War II: slave and
forced labor claims, bank account and insurance claims, and other proper-
ty claims against Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and the United States.
Previously, Ms. Peresztegi practiced civil and business law in Hungary, and
she worked as an attorney at White & AMP; Case, in New York. At the
Commission for Art Recovery, Ms. Peresztegi is involved with the
Commission’s European activities. Ms. Peresztegi received her law degree
summa cum laude from the ELTE University, Budapest, Hungary. She also
holds two Master of Law degrees, one from the University of Pennsylvania
in international and comparative law, and the second from McGill
University, where she studied human rights and international business law.

MMaarrsshhaa  LL..  RRoozzeennbblliitt

Marsha L. Rozenblit is the Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of Modern Jewish
History at the University of Maryland, College Park, USA, where she has
been a member of the Department of History since 1978. A social historian
of the Jews in Central Europe, she is the author of two books: The Jews of
Vienna, 1867–1914: Assimilation and Identity (1984) and Reconstructing a
National Identity: The Jews of Habsburg Austria During World War I
(2001). She has also written many articles on such subjects as Jewish reli-
gious reform in Vienna and Jewish women in Austria during World War I.
Rozenblit currently serves as the Director of the Joseph and Rebecca
Meyerhoff Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Maryland.

JJooaacchhiimm  SScchhllöörr

Joachim Schlör, born 1960 in Heilbronn (Germany). MA Tübingen
University 1987, Dr. rer. soc. Tübingen University 1990, Dr. phil. habil.
Potsdam University 2003. Lecturer in Cultural Studies at Potsdam
University. Books: Nights in the Big City: Berlin, Paris, London 1840–1930
(London 1998); Tel-Aviv: From Dream to City (London, 1998); Endlich im
Gelobten Land? Deutsche Juden unterwegs in eine neue Heimat (Berlin,
2003).
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MMiicchhaaeell  SShhaaffiirr

Michael Shafir is Coordinator for Europe on the Online team at Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty in Prague. He is also editor of East European
Perspectives, a journal published by RFE/RL and distributed on Internet. He
taught Political Science at the University of Tel-Aviv and was director of for-
eign news at Kol Israel, deputy director of Radio Free Europeas Audience
and Public Opinion Research, as well as chief of the Romanian Research Unit
at Radio Free Europe Research Institute in Munich, Germany. Michael Shafir
is the author of Romania: Politics, Economics and Society. Political
Stagnation and Simulated Change (Frances Pinter, London, 1985) and of
Between Negation and Comparative Trivialization: Holocaust Denial in Post-
Communist East-Central Europe (Polirom, Iaşi, Romania, 2002). He has pub-
lished over 300 articles on Communist and post-Communist affairs as well as
on anti-Semitism in American, British, German, French, Austrian, Dutch,
Israeli, Hungarian, Slovak and Romanian journals, and has contributed chap-
ters to books published in the U.S., Great Britain, Austria, the Czech
Republic, Romania and Slovakia.

SShhuullaammiitt  VVoollkkoovv

Shulamit Volkov is professor of Modern European History and holder of the
Konrad Adenauer Chair for Comparative European History at Tel-Aviv
University, Israel. She was a fellow at St. Antony’s College, Oxford
(1977/78), the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (1982/83) and the Histori-
sches Kolleg in München (1990/91) and lectured in numerous universities,
especially in Germany. Her fields of research are the social and intellectual
history of Germany since the 18th century, modern Jewish history and the
history of Anti-Semitism. Among her books are the two volumes of essays,
published by the C.H. Beck Verlag in München: Antisemitismus als kul-
tureller Code, 2000 (2nd edition), and Das Jüdische Projekt der Moderne,
2001, as well as Die Juden in Deutschland 1780–1918, Oldenbourg Verlag,
Muenchen 2000 (2nd edition). 

AAllbbeerrtt SSttaannkkoowwsskkii

Albert Stankowski graduated in history at Szczecin University and is cur-
rently a PhD student at the History Institute of Warsaw University. His main
area of research is the history of Polish–Israeli and Polish–Jewish relations
after 1945. His publications include ‘Zerwanie stosunków dyplomaty-
cznych z Izraelem przez Polskę w czerwcu 1967 roku’ [The Severing of
Diplomatic Ties Between Poland and Israel in June 1967], in Rozdział
wspólnej historii Studia z dziejów Żydów w Polsce [The Chapter of
Common History] (Warsaw: Cyklady, 2001, pp. 355–74); ‘Nowe spojrzenie
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na statystyki dotyczące emigracji Żydów z Polski po 1944 roku’ [New per-
spectives on Jewish emigration from Poland after 1944], in Studia z historii
Żydów w Polsce po 1945 roku [Studies on Jewish History in Poland after
1945], pp. 103–51 (Warsaw: Żydowski Instytut Historyczny, 2000); ‘Poland
and Israel: Bilateral Relations 1947–1953’, Jews in Eastern Europe,
Jerusalem, Winter 1998, No. 3 (37), pp. 5–23.

VVöörrööss  KKaattii

Kati Vörös is a PhD candidate in history at the University of Chicago. She
received an MA in history from the Central European University in 1998.
She has been a visiting student at the University of Sheffield and a research
fellow at Rutgers University. Currently she works on her dissertation on the
history of Hungarian–Jewish relations in the nineteenth century, focusing
on the Tiszaeszlár blood libel affair of 1882–83. Her publications include,
“‘Judapest’ Satirized: Visual Images of Jews in Satirical magazines in Fin-de-
Siècle Budapest,” The Semiotics of Racism: Approaches in Critical
Discourse Analysis, eds. Martin Reisigl and Ruth Wodak, Vienna: Passagen
Verlag, 2000; “How Jewish is Jewish Budapest?,” Jewish Social Studies (Fall
2001), and “The Memory of Sunshine,” Journal of Modern Jewish Studies
(April 2003).


